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Synopsis:  
After learning about the shocking suicide of her former patient in a juvenile 
prison, a child psychologist teams up with an investigative reporter to piece 
together the truth behind the girl’s death. Thistlepatch is based on the true 
story that led to a complete overhaul of Ontario’s children’s services in the 
1970s. 
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THISTLEPATCH 
 
 

 
CHARACTERS: 
Flora Danziger– 40 to 46 over the course of the play, South African  
Christine – 15, South African 
James – about 50, South African 
Norma Dean – 10 to 14 over the course of the play 
Victor Malarek – about 28 
Penny – 10 to 14 over the course of the play 
Ann – 30s to 50s 
Shawn – 14 
Jean – 20s  
Shirley Dean – 30s 
Coroner – 40s to 50s 
Police Officer 1 
Police Officer 2 
Cabinet Minister Smith 
Cabinet Minister Miller 
Cabinet Minister Birch 
Warden 
 
With doubling, this play can be performed by five actors, e.g.: 
F1 – Flora 
F2 – Norma, Christine, Mrs. Dean 
F3 – Jean, Penny, Coroner 
F4 – Ann, OPP officer, Warden 
M1 – James, Victor, Shawn, OPP officer 
The Cabinet Ministers can be played as puppets or caricatures. 
 
 
TIME: 1969 to 1976 
 
 
Thistlepatch is an embellished history that has been approved by Dr. Flora Danziger 
and Victor Malarek. It’s also informed by the book Gut Instinct by Victor Malarek 
(1996), and quotations from Gut Instinct are used with the author’s permission. 
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     Scene 12 
 

 (October 1976. FLORA is in her office at the York Child Guidance Clinic. JEAN 
enters, distraught and carrying a newspaper. She closes the door behind her.) 

 
 
     JEAN 
I made a huge mistake. 
 
     FLORA 
How? 
 
     JEAN 
And I got you all distraught, in your vulnerable state. 
 
     FLORA 
You don’t have to take responsibility for me, Jean.  
 
     JEAN 
You’ve flipped out, Flora. Not that I totally fault you. I don’t know what I’d do if my 
daughter died. And to have it happen the week before she was going to emigrate. It’s no 
wonder you can’t think straight. 
 
     FLORA 
Pardon me? 
 
     FLORA 
Talking to Victor Malarek. Calling Thistletown incompetent. 
 
     FLORA 
I didn’t say that.  
 
     JEAN 
(opens the newspaper and reads) “Doctor Danziger said she was ‘shattered’ by the news, 
and that Thistletown should have consulted her on Norma’s treatment.” You’re saying 
they’re incompetent. Why did you talk to Victor Malarek? You told me it was futile. 
 
     FLORA 
I said nothing of the kind. I had information that could keep the story alive in the press. 
 
     JEAN 
The Director’s going to freak out. 
 
     FLORA 
He’s called me to meet with him at 11. 
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     JEAN 
What are you going to tell him? Are you going to say I…. 
 
     FLORA 
I found out about Norma’s death from the newspaper. 
 
     JEAN 
Thank you. (pause) But you do only know about Norma’s past. The distant past. (She 
reads from the paper.) “Norma was not the sort of child who should have been in detention 
or training school. She had so many good points, so much potential.” How do you know 
that’s true, now? 
 
     FLORA 
It’s not true now. Now, Norma has no potential. It’s our job to protect our patients. 
 
     JEAN 
She was no longer your patient. 
 
     FLORA 
I left South Africa because I couldn’t change things. I’m not going to keep running. 
 
     JEAN 
Flora, Norma Dean’s is the first suicide in an Ontario training school in 22 years. It’s a 
tragedy, but it is an isolated event.  
 
     FLORA 
I read that in the paper, too. 
 
     JEAN 
If you’re reading the paper, you know all the new information that’s come out about 
Norma! When I talked to Mr. Malarek I didn’t realize she had turned to a life of crime. 
Assaults. Theft. Breaking and entering. 
 
     FLORA 
I find that hard to believe. 
 
     JEAN 
Face the facts! She was a hardened criminal. 
 
     FLORA 
You said you knew Norma at Juvenile Court. You told me what a nice girl she was. 
 
     JEAN 
I guess you never really know.  (beat) Flora, I think this is a case of projection. 


