
PARALLAX SIDE #1 – LOUISE 
(Fille du roi. On her way to New France. Hopeful. She speaks with assurance and takes herself seriously. She says what 

she thinks and isn't afraid to offend people. She is a leader.) 
 
LOUISE: The day after you left. We were all called to the Chapel. Quickly, the sisters 

said. The King's men were back. Sister Catherine started writing furiously in her 
book and pointing at us one by one. Heads nodded and heads moved from side to 
side. Then Mother told us that when she called our name we were to move three 
steps forward. First, I thought it was for a dance. 

 
LAURA: I love dances 
 
LOUISE: It was no dance. It started: "Suzanne, Florence and Marise. Dear girls," she 

said, I have great news for you. Like the other girls, the King has offered to pay for 
your trip. You will join them and go the new world. 

 
LAURA: They did not name you? 
 
LOUISE: I was melting inside. Then Mother told the other girls: (Imitating Mother) 

Remember that it is a privilege to be chosen by the King. You will get fine clothes, 
shoes, packets and packets of sewing needles, your dowry and the sun is going to 
shine for ever. 

 
LAURA: It must have been so hard. 
 
LOUISE: More than hard, but I decided that you were not to go without me. So I took the 

three steps forward. (Shouting) One! Two! Three! I am a fille du roi too! I am the 
strongest girl of all and I know what the King wants. He wants babies. I will give 
New France babies. French babies. 10, 15, 20! I will make a baby a year till I am 
dead! 

 
LAURA: That is quite a speech! 
 
LOUISE: One of the King's men came to me. He said was that I was not pretty as the 
other ones. 
 
LAURA: Louise. You are. 
 
LOUISE: That's okay Laura. Anyway, I think he liked the speech about the babies. Sister 
Catherine told him that I was the strong one, that I have never been sick and that I could 
lift a horse! 
 
LAURA: Lift a horse! 
 
LOUISE: I know! I hope that it is not in the books. Imagine if they send me to lift the 
horses of New France! 
	


